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Synopsis:

"(...) Afterwards, of course, there were endless discussions about the shooting of the elephant. The owner 
was furious, but he was only an Indian and could do nothing. Besides, legally I had done the right thing, for a 
mad elephant has to be killed, like a mad dog, if it's owner fails to control it". 
George Orwell’s “Shooting an elephant” was originally published in New Writing in 1948. 

George Orwell defined a way of witnessing Asia that still remains valid. 
"To shoot an elephant" is an eye witness account from The Gaza Strip. December 27th, 2008, Operation 
Cast Lead. 21 days shooting elephants. Urgent, insomniac, dirty, shuddering images from a group of 
foreigners who decided and managed to stay embedded inside Gaza strip ambulances, with Palestinian 
civilians.
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Director’s notes:

“Gaza Strip has been under siege since June 2007, when Israel declared it an "enemy entity". A group of 
international activists organized a siege-breaking movement, the Free Gaza movement. Thanks to their 
efforts, and despite the Israeli ban on foreign correspondents and humanitarian aid workers to cover and 
witness operation "Cast Lead" on the ground, a group of international volunteers: self organised members of 
the International Solidarity Movement were present in Gaza when the bombing started on December, 27th 
2009. Together with two international correspondents from Al Jazeera International (Ayman Mohyeldin and 
Sherine Tadros), they were the only foreigners who managed to write, film and report for several radio 
stations what was happening inside the besieged Palestinian strip. 

Were they journalists? Were they activists? Who cares!. They became witnesses. Being a journalist or being 
whatsoever depends on how you feel. It is an ethical responsibility that you manage to share with a wider 
audience what you and those who are around you are going through. It will be the result of your work that will 
lead you to a professional career as a journalist or not, rather than pre-assumptions and labels. Make them 
know. Make those who you want to: listen and be aware of what you are aware of. That is a journalist. 
Having a card, with "press" written on it, or getting a regular salary is not necessary to be a witness with a 
camera or a pen. Forget about neutrality. Forget about objectivity. We are not Palestinians. We are not 
Israelis. We are not impartial. We only try to be honest and report what we see and what we know. I am a 
journalist. If somebody listens, I am a journalist. In Gaza´s case, no "official journalists" were authorized to 
enter Gaza (apart from those who were already inside) so we became witnesses. With a whole set of 
responsibilities as regarding to it.

I have always understood journalism as "a hand turning the lights on inside the dark room". A journalist is a 
curious person, an unpleasant interrogator, a rebel camera and a pen making those in power feel 
uncomfortable. And that is the concept of my work in Gaza: To fulfil a duty in the most narrated conflict on 
earth, where the story of the siege and the collective punishment that is being imposed by Israel on the 
whole population of the territory in retaliation for rockets sent by Hamas will never be told with enough 
accuracy. For this it has to be lived. I sneaked inside Gaza despite Israeli attempts not to allow us to enter 
and I was "politely" asked to leave by those in power in Gaza. That is my idea of journalism. Every 
government on earth should feel nervous about somebody going around with a camera or a pen ready to 
publish what he or she manages to understand. For the sake of information, one of the biggest pillars of 
democracy.

This is an embedded film. We decided to be "embedded within the ambulances" opening an imaginary 
dialogue with those journalists who embed themselves within armies. Everyone is free to choose the side 
where they want to report from. But decisions are often not unbiased. We decided that civilians working for 
the rescue of the injured would give us a far more honest perspective of the situation than those whose job is 
to shoot, to injure and to kill. We prefer medics rather than soldiers. We prefer the bravery of those unarmed 
rescuers than those with -also interesting, but morally rejectable experiences who enlist to kill. It is a matter 
of focus. I am not interested in the fears, traumas and contradictions of those who have a choice: the choice 
of staying home and saying no to war”.

Alberto Arce
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